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ADVERTISSMENT. 


* II E owing pages come ; Comm the} pen | 
of a man who has long been a mournful 
ſpectator of various and complicated ſcenes of 
wretchedneſs : of miſery which it would be 
difficult for the heart to conceive, which it 
would be ſcarcely poſſible for the tongue to 
deſcribe, —miſery, in ſhort, ſo very great, as to 
be unable to ſend forth its complainings to the 
world. 
With a mind tortured almoſt, to diſtraction ä 
in reflecting on theſe diſtreſſes and on the baſe- 
neſs and treachery of pretended friends x, tho 


* Defend me from my friends, and from my enemies I will 
*« defead myſelf. 

Mig Spaniſh Proverb. 
B Writer 


+ [4] 

Writer of the preſent — wiſhes moſt 
ardently to give to the unfortunate part of 
the Community (in which- muſt be included 
the man of Letters who has no other recom- 
mendation than his merit“), ſomething like the 
ſweets of independence: to ſave the worthy | 
and the good from the mortifications , the cut- 
ting mortifications they muſt experience when 
ſuing, in the day of neceſſity, to the proſ- 
perous but worldy-minded man—and which, 
indeed, is EN too frequen tly ſeen. 


- | 7 Such full oft the lot of mortals. 
e The worſt to wallow and the beſt to weep.” 
1 , ' . ; | Younc. 


Nov to this ;—of the men who wall, 


and of thoſe who weep, what, it may be aſked, 
can we poſſibly wy” K IR alas, poor 


humanity 


0 Quelle horrible peine a un homme qui eſt ſans proſneurs 
* & ſans cabale, qui-n'eſt engage dan s aucun Corps, mais qui 
«eſt ſeul, et qui nia pour toute recommendation que beaucoup 
de merite, de ſe faire jour a travers Pobſcurit od il ſe trouve, 

et de Venie au niveau d'un fat qui eſt en credit. ? mo” 


I. BVE. 
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PUBLIC PROSPERITY, &. 


F 


VER ſolicitous for the welfare of my Fellow- 

Citizens, and firmly perſuaded that in pro- 
moting their intereſts I was contributing to the 
happineſs of my Sovereign' (the firſt and moſt vir- 
tuous among men), I lately did myſelf the 
honour of laying before the preſent Miniſter a plan 
for the relief of neceſſitous and induſtrious per- 
ſons, by a Capitation or Polltax: which tax was 
to be impoſed on the affluent and proſperous in pro- 
portion to their reſpective incomes or ſituations in 
life“. I muſt here beg leave to obſerve, that it 


* A Poll-tax in the time of Henry VIII. and for the ſervice 
of the King, impoſed different ſums according to the ſtation 
and riches of the perſon. A Duke paid ten marks, an Earl 
five pounds, a Baron four pounds, a Knight four marks : every 
man valued at eight hundred pounds in goods, four marks. 

x | B 2 was 
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was propoſed not only from a principle of bx. 
manity*, but of policy : yet, as our Rulers, by 
reaſon of the preſent ſtate of affairs in a neighbour- 
ing country, appear to be averſe from advancing 
the intereſts of the Community at large in the belief 
that with an increaſe of fortune they muſt neceſ- 


. farily increaſe in power: in other words, that on 


finding themſelves eafy they would conſequently 


become fa#ioms,—I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, by 


ſome few, but, I hope, not contemptible argu- 


ments, that the fears which have been manifeſted 


on the occaſion, are groundleſs; and that the very 
reverſe of what is apprehended would aſſuredly be 
the effect of an adoption of my ſcheme. 

The levelling principles held out by Mr. Paine 
and his abettors, have contributed not a little to 
awaken the aboye-mentioned fears, When I talked, 


in my Letter to Mr. Pitt, of the too great in- 
equality among the people of England, it was 


evidently from a ſo totally different motive: with a 
view ſo diametrically oppoſite to that of the Quon- 
dam Secretary to the American Congreſs, that I 
cannot bur expreſs my ſurprize (commended as the 


* cannot but Hngaclize⸗ (ſays an elegant writer) 
« with every one I meet that is in affliction; and if my abi. 
lities were equal to my wiſhes there ſhould be neither pain nor 
poverty in the world,” Theſe are the ſentiments, this is tLe 
diſpoſition of a man who knows his duty towards his Creator; 
and who, in manifeſting that diſpoſition, appears, indeed, to par- 


take of the Nature of that Divinity whom he, no doubt, adores. 


plan 


w» i 


LY 


(8 
plan has been by thoſe who have inveſtigated it 
throughout) that no one has yet ſtood forward and 


. become its advocate with the powers that be. As 


the preſent publication may poſſibly fall into the 
hands of many who had not an opportunity of con- 
ſidering the plan originally ſuggeſted by me in my 
Letter to the Right Honourable Gentleman, whoſe 
attention I had ſolicited th the matter, I ſhall rake 
the liberty again to ſubmit it to the conſideration of 
the Publick. In doing this, the clearer way will 
be, I think, to re- print the Pamphlet in queſtion 
exactly as it at firſt appeared (eſpecially as the im- 
preſſion is entirely fold off), and afterwards to ſub- 
Join to it ſuch further reaſons for carrying the afore- 
ſaid ſcheme into execution as may ſinge have pre- 
ſented themſelves to my mind, 
The Letter to the Miniſter is as follows: 


To the Right Honourable Wm. Pirr. 


SIR, 


I T was the opinion of Lycurcvs, that © the 
two extremes of great wealth and great indigence 
are the ſource of infinite miſchiefs in a free State.” 
Such being the condition of the inhabitants of 
Sparta“, that eminent Lawgiver, as you may re- 


The words of Plutarch are as follow :—* There was a 
very ſtrange inequality among the inhabitants of Sparta, ſo 
that the city was overcharged with a multitude of neceſſitous 
perſons, while the lands and money were engroſſed by a few.” 


member, 


= + --6 ] 

_ member, in order to baniſh arrogance and envy 

1 4 from the Commonwealth to which he belonged, 

El. perſuaded the people to reduce the entire country 
| | to a common ſtock, to conſent to a new diviſion of 
the land, and to duell together in perfect equality. 
The Saturnian times of Sparta are not to be re- 
vived at the preſent day. 

Still, however, there is manifeſtly too great an 
inequality among the people of England. As it is 
my intention, in'the courſe of the following pages, 
to point out 2 means of removing, in ſome ſort, 
that inequality; of eradicating that moſt fatal of all 
State-diſtempers, foo great a degree of poverty N 

among any particular and uſeful orders of men, and 

at the ſame time with evident advantage to all par- 
ties, I ſhall unqueſtionably be liſtened to with that 
attention which the importance of the ſubject de- 
r 
It is a well-known fact, that the middling or 
trading claſs of people conſtitute the riches of a 
State. The Plan, Sir, which I have now the ho- 
nour of laying before you, is not intended to ex- 
tend to the ſick and aged among the Poor, pro- 
perly and commonly ſo denominated, for whom 
ſufficient proviſion is already made“, (and to 


5 The Plan which is here propoſed, goes to the reducing of 
the Poor Rates, at leaſt one-third of the preſent amount. 
Work-houſes, and the like inſtitutions, ſo far from being what 
they pretend to, are often found to be nurſeries for idleneſs 


1 and vice. 


whom, 


£ 
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whom, under proper regulations, it is at all times 


to be continued), but to thoſe perſons who, from 


want of ſucceſs in any buſineſs in which they may 
have been engaged, and who, from being entirely 


deſtitute of friends, or, at leaſt, of any in a con- 


dition to aſſiſt them, are reduced to a ſtate of pe- 
nury and diſtreſs. Without farther preamble then, 


I propoſe that the Sum of Six Millions Sterling be 


raiſed by a Capitation, or Poll. tax, as it is uſually 
termed ; and this to be impoſed on ſuch perſons, 
and in ſuch proportion, as the wiſdom of Paliament 
may determine. I muſt here take occafion to ob- 
ſerve, that it muſt not be objected to the Tax in 
queſtion, that it is an unpopular one. In the pre- 
ſent caſe, and for the purpoſes for which it is im- 
poſed, it will be wholly and totally the reverſe. But 
this will fully and particularly appear in the ſequel. 
The money thus raiſed, or the greater part of it, 
is to be lent out to neceſſitous and induſtrious peo- 
ple : part bearing intereſt at three per cent. and 
part without intereſt (ſee the Plan, page 10) re- 
turnable in caſe of their ſucceſs in any buſineſs or 
engagement whatever. The whole to be under the 
management of a certain number of perſons ap- 
pointed by Parliament, and who, in a Committee, 
are to have a diſcretionary power of advancing 
money to ſuch as may apply for the uſe, of it, ac- 
cording to the ſtate and condition of the parties, 
and from the repreſentation which. may be made of 
chem, by any perſon or perſons. of! good! and ho- 
nourable 


— 
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Adil Gander The expediency and ab”; 
neſs of ſuch a Plan is ſufficiently obvious. It 
would be a conſiderable incitement to induſtry, 
and conſequently tend to populouſneſs: on both 
which, it muſt be remembered, conjointly taken, 
that the welfare of a State or Kingdom will always 
depend. Many have been and are now induced to 
emigrate to Foreign Parts, by reaſon of the heavy 
and general taxes of the country —taxes, indeed, 

which the exigencies of the State have, from time 
to time, obliged its Rulers to impoſe. The aſ- 
ſiſtance here propoſed to be given to the indigent 
| would be a great alleviation of their miſeries, and 
conſequently encourage them to remain in their na- 
tive land: a great and defireable object, as I have 
binted above. Many too, it ſhould be recollected, 

are languiſhing in priſons, and their families in the 
greateſt diſtreſs; when, from the relief ſo eaſily to 
be given, they might become at once both uſeful 
and happy. Nay, it may be obſerved, even of 
thoſe who carry on their reſpective trades or pro- 
feſſions with apparent ſucceſs, that a conſiderable 
number are under the neceſſity of taking up money, 
ar their outſet in life, from Uſurers, and the like 


deſeription of men. Thus, originally in a ſtate of . 


oppreſſion, they are unable, perhaps at any time, 


to realize a ſingle ſhilling; but, on the contrary, 


labour under an increaſing and ultimately deſtruc- 
tive debt. Many of theſe, have actually nothing 


to fe). while a lefler number, with overgrown for- 


tunes, 


195 

tunes, are adding daily, and with an unjuſtifiable 
eagerneſs, to their ſtore. Now, the danger to which, 
in ſuch a ſtate of things, a kingdom will be ex- 
poſed in caſe of an inſurrection among the com- 
monalty, is apparent at the ſlighteſt glance. In- 
deed, we ſhould ever bear in mind the evils which 
aroſe from a like diſparity of fortune among the 
Romans, and guard againſt them with the niceſt 
care. Of more recent and popular tumults I at 
preſent forbear to ſpeak. 

So large a ſum of money, as that which I pro- 
poſe to be raiſed, when thrown into the hands of 
tradeſmen, manufacturers, and others, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be the means of giving employment to a 
great number of perſons—I mean of the lower or- 
der, who would be engaged in the ſervice of ſuch 
as were indulged with loans, on account of their 
being unfortunate, but no way criminal. From 
giving employment to thoſe people, I ſay, our 
love of human nature would be ſhewn in a par- 
ticular degree, while our lives and properties would 
be in much greater ſafety than at preſent ; for that 
a conſiderable number of thoſe who are ſentenced 
by our laws to death or tranſportation, are driven 
by neceſſity, and from want. of honeſt engage- 
ments, to the © dreadful trade” of robbery, (to uſe 
a kind of catachreſis) is certain. The celebrated 
Becar1a has remarked, that © it is far better to 
* deviſe means for the prevention of crimes, than 
<« to ſtudy in what manner we ſhall inflict apuniſh- 
; C es ment 


1 
c ment for them.” The truth and juſtneſs of this 
obſervation no one, I believe, will diſpute. But 
tomy Plan. It is propoſed to employ the Sum of 
Six Millions Sterling, raiſed as already ſuggeſted, 
in the following manner: 
One Million to remain in the hands of Go- 
vernment for and during the term of Seven 
Years. 
Five Millions to be lent to the Publick : 
Four Millions, at three per cent. intereſt, to 
the higher ſort, reduced by misfortunes— the 
ſum to each perſon, from One Hundred Pounds 
to Five Hundred. And One Million to the 
lower but induſtrious claſs, without intereſt, in 
ſmall ſums; that is to ſay, from Twenty to 
Fifty Pounds each. 

To ſome a part of the money intended to be 
lent might at firſt be given, and then a farther ſum 
advanced, or not, according as their good or bad 
conduct ſhall appear to the Committee, who may 
be aſſiſted in their enquiries by perſons to whom a 
yearly allowance may be given for their trouble. 

The ſimple Intereſt on One Million, left Seven 
Years in the hands, and for the uſe of Go- 
vernment, at three per cent. is . £210,000 

The like Intereſt on Four Millions | 
- - Jent to the Publick, is. . 120,000. 


3 
. 
j 


| =O. 
- Note. The above ſum of One Hundred and 


Twenty Thouſand Pounds is the Intereſt on Four 


Millions for the firſt year only. This is to be ſe- 
cured for the benefit of the Fund, by deducting 
from the ſeveral loans the three per cent. intereſt, 
at the time of iſſuing out the money. 

Thus, at the end of Seven Years, there would 
be the fum of One Million Three Hundred and. 


Thirty Thouſand Pounds in hand, without reckon- 


ing the compound intereſt, and ſaying nothing in 
regard to the intereſt on the Four Millions during 
the ſix following years, or the probable returns on 
the Five Millions firſt lent out to the Publick, and 
which returns are to be added to the Stock or Fund. 
Theſe returns to be employed in loans to the ne- 
ceſſitous, on the ſame conditions as at firſt, during 
the aforeſaid term of Seven Years. The One Mil- 
lion, and the intereſt thereon, to remain, as already 


propoſed, in the hands and for the uſe of Govern- 


ment, during the ſame ipace of time. At the end 
of Seven Years, the remaining Principal and In- 
tereſt to'be employed 1n perpetual Loans, according 
to the pleaſure of the Committee, The Tax to be 
then again impoſed, or not, as neceſſity may re- 
quire, and which may be known by the Report of 
the Committee, who are to lay before Parliament, 
from time to time, a State of their Account with 

the Publick. . 
That the higher claſs, ſuch as Tradeſmen, Ma- 
nufacturers, &c. will willingly pay, if ſucceſsful, 
C 2 three 


or 
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three per cent. intereſt on the money lent to them, 


cannot be doubted ; or that they will, in the like 


caſe of profiting by their buſineſs, return the ſum 
which may have been advanced to them, 1n order 
that others may be in the ſame manner aſſiſted : 
eſpecially, when it is ſtipulated, that ſuch perſons 


| ſhould, if any particular misfortune might after- 


wards attend them, be again entitled to relief ; that 


is, on proving to the Committee, that their failure 


was not from any miſconduct in themſelves, but 


from accidents which it was wholly impoſſible to 
foreſee, or ſeeing them, to prevent, 


It may be urged by ſome, perhaps, that the eſ- 
tabliſnment in queſtion is open to fraud and abuſe, 
and that idle and profligate perſons may ſquander 
the money which ſhall be advanced to them for 
their relief, ſo that neither Principal nor Intereſt 
will, at any time, come in to the Fund. But this 
muſt, in a great ineaſure, be done away, when it is 
remembered, t hat fery are to be aſſiſted to the full 
amount of Five Hundred Pounds, and that only in 
particular caſes, ſuch as the having a very large fa- 
mily, long · continued illneſs, &c. &c. and that/carcely 


any are to be relieved at ail, but ſuch as are of fair and 
honourable character. To exclude the firſt- men- 


tioned deſcription of perſons entirely, might poſſibly 
be thought unwiſe ; becauſe it is not unlikely that 


they might become ſenſible of their error, and 


amend. Such perſons, as I have already ſaid, 
might be relieved by a ſmall ſum at firſt, and aſter- 


wards 


C18; I 
wards farther aſſiſted, if they may appear to be 


deſerving of it. With reſpe& to /offes, there will 
certainly be many; and if thole loſſes are put at 


One Million, or even Two Millions, during the 


before-mentioned term of Seven Years, there will 


{till be a prodigious ſum remaining to be employed, 


. as the Committee might ſee good, and in reſpect 


to the applications which ſhould be made to them 
for relief. | 

To ſpeak of the lower orders of the People.— 
The ſuperiority of this over other Plans, which go 
to nothing farther than the employment of the Poor 
from day to day, is evident. It is ſuperior, in as 
much as they who have a chance of making pro- 
viſion for their families by ſome eſtabliſhment, (for 
of this claſs of perſons, married men alone are to 
be entitled to aſſiſtance) will exert themſelves far 
more than in labour which is to procure them 
merely a temporary, a precaricus kind of ſubſiſtence ; 
while they are at the ſame time ſubject, perhaps, to 
innumerable ills. 


I juſt beg leave to remark, that the ſcheme in 


queſtion is by no means of a wild or viſionary na- 


ture; on the contrary, it is uncommonly eaſy, and 
practicable. That the rich and powerful will 
cheerfully give their aſſiſtance, 1s beyond a doubt; 
while it is equally certain, that the middling, or 
trading claſs of the People will unheſitatingly 
agree to it, ſince it is meant to eſtabliſh a Fund in 


perpetuity, and which is to afford relief to them- 


ſelves 


EST 
ſelves and families, in caſes of misfortune and diſ- 
treſs. 2 ; : a = 


Again, and in coneluſion. We may eaſily figure 


to ourſelves the ſeveral advantages which would be 
derived to the Nation at large from the Plan which 
is here laid down. How very many are there (I 
ſpeak of the middling claſs of people), who at the 
preſent moment are ſtruggling with diſſiculties, 
from which they cannot poſlibly extricate them- 
ſelves. How very many are there likewiſe, who, 
with ſcientific heads, with abilities of various kinds, 
are yet unable, for want of a ſmall ſum of money, 
to carry into execution plans, which would perhaps 
be highly advantageous not only to thernſelves, but 
ultimately to the State to which they belong. 
Let us reflect for a moment on the condition of 
men of good and liberal education, but who are 
without the neceſſary means of ſupport. Let us 
think on the pain, the mortification they muſt en- 
dure. © He,” ſays a celebrated Writer, © who is 
doubtful of a dinner, or trembling at a creditor, is 
little diſpoſed to abſtracted meditation or remote 
- inquiries.” Such, alas! is far too frequently the 
ſituation of worthy and ingenious men, and the 
world is a conſiderable loſer thereby. Theſe, per- 
haps, after many but ineffectual efforts to obtain 
from their fellows that notice to which they feel 
themſclves entitled, fink into a ſupineneſs, an apathy 
highly prejudicial to the intereſts of themſelves and 
| | families, 
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families. —Their noble rage is entirely repreſſed : the 
Zenial current of their foul is frozen! At length, 
deſpairing of any kind of ſuccour, (for where is 
the individual to be found who can anſwer to every 
demand that may be made on his generoſity?) and 
worn out in body as well as mind, they ſilently drop 
into the all-levelling grave ! Such, we may obſerve, 
1s the fate of many ; while others, with a keener 
ſenſibility, and rouzed to ablolute madneſs, hurry 
into acts of ſuicide, with all their imperfections 01 on 
their beads ! 

But it is time, Sir, to think of cloſing a Letter, 
which however ſtands not, I hope, in need of 
apology. All I have now to contend for, is, that 
tne above ſpecified ſum of Six Millions Sterling be 
forthwith raiſed, and applied, as nearly as poſlible, 
to the purpoſes already mentioned. Farther to 
inſiſt on the excellency of the Plan, (which will, no 
doubt, receive improvement in your hands) or, on 
the preſent and furure advantages to be derived 
from it, both to the State and People, were evidently 
a waſte of words. It is founded at once on princi- 
ples of humanity and political good. Worthy men, 
therefore, and worthy citizens—who know that, 70 
afford ſupport to the unfortunate part of the commu-- 
nity, is to give ſecurity and hapyineſs to the whole— 
will readily embrace a ſcheme which has no other - 
object in view. And I will venture to predict, that 
the thanks and prayers of thouſands, of very many 

thouſands 
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thouſands will attend the Miniſter who ſhall propoſe, 
and the Parliament who ſhall give it effect, ... 
ä I remain, | 1 
With the utmoſt deference and reſpect, 
f ä Dix, a 
Your obedient humble Servant, | 
ANDREW BECKET. 
London, Jan. 1, 1792. c 


Such is the Plan, as propoſed to the Miniſter 
about twelve months ago. The immediate and 
certain benefits which would ariſe from it to the un- 
fortunate muſt be evident to all: while its remote, 
or probable advantages to the State, a very tyro 
in politics may eaſily and clearly foreſee. In my 
firſt publication, therefore, I dwelt not circum- 
ſtantially on any of thoſe advantages, deeming it 
wholly unneceſſary ſo to do. Now, however, I 
ſhall proceed to particularize ſome few of them, as 
the generality of mankind are apparently too much 
engaged either by buſineſs or pleaſure, to inquire 
into the good which, as I have before obſerved, 
muſt infallibly reſult from the execution of my 
Scheme. But to particulars—It is propoſed in the 
above printed Letter to reduce the poor-rates one 
third of what they at preſent ſtand at. This, 
perhaps, is ſomewhat more than the Plan can com- 
paſs. But ſhould it reduce thoſe rates one fourth 
only, and which it certainly would do, it is un- 
doubtedly deſerving of attention. The poor-rares 
* | amount 
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achount to three millions per ann. or twenty-onc 
millions in the courſe of ſeven years. One fourth 


ol this rate taken off, the tax for raiſing Six Mil- 


lions for the ſervice of ſeven years, and which at firſt 
might be thought a burthen, is, in fact, no burthen 
at all. It leaves at the ſame time one million in the 
hands of and ' for the uſe of Government for the 


aforeſaid term of ſeven years, and which muſt con- 
ſequently enable the Miniſter to relieve the labour- 
ing part of the community from taxes to the above 


amount, ſuppoſing the nation to be at peace. It 
ſhould likewiſe be remembered, that while ſo large 


a ſum as Twenty-one Millions is collected in the 


courſe of Seven Years for the uſe of the -poor, it 


muſt indubitably encourage idleneſs, but that, if one 
fourth of that rate is taken off (and which would 
give the money required, and to be employed in 
loans for the term of ſeven years), it muſt, on the 
contrary, be an incitement to Honeſt induſtry. 
Another thing to be conſidered is, that ſo much 
money being put in circulation on the terms pro- 
poſed (three per cent. for the uſe of it), it muſt ne- 
ceſſatily reduce the rate of intereſt at leaſt one per 


cent. and as neceſſarily raiſe the value of eſtates at 
leaſt ſour years in the purchaſe. Thus, a very con- 
ſiderable acceſſion would be made to the landed- 


property, not leſs than Eighty Millions Sterling, 
(reckoning with Lord Auckland, that the rents 


throughout England amount to Twenty Millio s, 
and valuing eſtates at only twenty years purchaſe » 
5 * To 


„ 

To ſet this matter in the cleareſt light. The in- 
tereſt of money being five per cent. a perſon lends 
four thouſand pounds to bring him a profit of two 
hundred pounds per ann. for the uſe of it: or he 
will give four thouſand pounds, or more, for an 
eſtate of the yearly rent of two hundred pounds. 
Now, if the intereſt of money fall one per cent. 
| he muſt lay down four thouſand, eight hundred 
Pounds, in order to gain two hundred pounds per 
ann. while he muſt, for the like reaſon, give at 
leaſt the fame ſum of four thouſand, eight hun- 
dred pounds, to purchaſe an eſtate of the before- 
mentioned annual rent. 

It is evident, therefore, that the landed intereſt 
would gain at leaſt Eighty Millions Sterling by a 
reduction of one per cent. on the uſe of money: a 
reduction, which the ſum I have propoſed to be 
_ raiſed and employed in loans, would, without the 
imalleſt queſtion, effect. To land-owners in ge- 
neral, therefore, the meaſure in queſtion is of the 
higheſt importance. Men make ſo much of their 
money by redeemable annuities, &c. to the amount 
of ten, twelve, and even fifteen per cent. that 
eſtates are greatly leſſened in value by it. The 
granting of annuities ſhould be declared unlawfut ; 
or if it be in any caſe allowed; that not leſs than 
twelve years purchaſe be given to the grantor. This 
will give the lender five per cent. for the uſe of his 
money, and pay at the ſame time an aſſurance on 


the grantor's life, and which is requiſite when he 
(the 


| '{ wo 3 
(che grantor) cannot give ſecurity by pledges, (I 
mean of moveables, for the mortgaging of houſes 


and land, I conſider as prejudical to a very uſeful 


body of men, and which, I intend hereafter to 


ſhew). When this laſt-mentioned ſecurity, (i. e. 


pledges of moveables), can be given, the annuity» 
which vo is uſually done at fix, ſeven, or at moſt 
at the rate of eight years purchaſe, (a ſhameful im- 
poſition !) ſhould always be done at the rate of 
twenty years purchaſe, This likewiſe gives the 
lender five per cent, for his money—a ſufficient in- 
tereſt—while, by reaſon of the property pledged, he 
is ſecure. | 

The landed gentlemen not being money-lenders, 
the reducing of the rate of intereſt cannot be hurt- 
ful to them: nor indeed can it be ſo to any, unleſs 
to uſurers and extortioners—a ſet of men who 
ought to be univerſally reprobated. Nay, it is 
evident, that the land-owners, though they ſhould 
contribute largely in conſequence of the propoſed 
poll · tax, muſt yet be conſiderable gainers, ſince an 


abatement of one per cent. on the intereſt of mo- 


ney would, as already obſerved, increaſe every 
eſtate at leaſt four years value in the purchaſe. 

As to the objection of money-jobbers and mono- 
poliſts, they ſhould by no means be liſtened to. 
The good of the people is the firft law. This, a truly 
virtuous Miniſter (and ſuch we have now to boaſt) 
will ever bear in mind: diſdaining, as Shakeſpeare 
ſo finely expreſſes it, to be played upon by others 
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as a pipe. He will conſider too, that he muſt be 
far more ſecure in his Place, if peradventure that 
ſhould be his object, by gaining the good- will and 
affection of the people at large, than by an atten- 
tion to the intereſt either of individuals or com- 
panies, already abounding in riches, in order to 
gain their favour, and for purpoſes which he is at 


the ſame time aſhamed to own: purpoſes, however, 
with which almoſt all perſons are pretty well ac- 


quainted, and on which it is conſequently unneceſ- 
ſary at this time to dwell. From the advantages 
already ſtated, he would always be ſure to have 
the landed - intereſt with him, and that is es 


ably the beſt. 


If profeſſed money - dealers are diſſatisfied with 
the profit ariſing from the rate of intereſt propoſed, 
and which even then muſt bring in conſiderable 


ſums; let them give up that buſineſs entirely to 


bankers, turning their attention to commerce, to 
trade and manufacture of every kind. This would 
at once be the means of enriching the nation, while 


it would prevent the injuring of the thoughtleſs, by 


the purchaſe of annuities, &c. &c. at an under va- 
lue. This ſo common practice of trafficking in 
money is infamous and ruinous to many. It can 
only ſerve to add to the riches of thoſe who already 
ahound. It is a monopoly of the worſt kind. 


Theſe men, indeed, are the drones of a country, 


and thould meet with no ſort of encouragement 
whatever. If confiderable fortunes are-to be gained, 


let the active, the induſtrious part of the com- 


munir 
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mean the trader, the agriculturiſt, the manu- 


he can gain by commerce, will engage in nothing. If there 


- attended.” 
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munity be the favoured, the protected perſons 1 


facturer, &c. and if money is wanted by them to 
extend their ſeveral engagements or concerns, let 
care be taken that they have it at a fair and equita- 
ble rate. | 

A falſe kind of reaſoning has gone abroad that 
the ſort of v/ury in queſtion for ſo I heſitate not to 
term it,—is advantageous to the publick, becauſe, 
as it is urged, men are frequently unable to procure 
any money for their uſes at five per cent. though 
they can get it at twelve or fifteen ; and that it is 
conſequently better for them to pay the latter pre- 
miums, and which they do in the way of annuity— 
on the ſums they may be in want of, than to he 
ruined, as would poſſibly be che caſe, if they were 
hindered from raiſing the money at all“. The ar- 
gument is ſpecious, but founded in error. The 
rate of annuities, like-the intereſt of money, ſhould, 


* A word or two from Monteſquieu will not be improper 
here. In order that trade may be ſucceſsfully carried on, it 
is neceſſary that a price be fixed on the uſe of ſpecie ; but this 
price ſhould be very inconſiderable. If it be too high, the 
merchant, who ſees that it will coſt him more in intereſt than 


is no conſideration to be paid for the uſe of ſpecie, nobody will 
lend it, and there too the merchant will undertake nothing. T 
I am miſtaken when I ſay nobody will lend; the affairs of ſo- | 
ciety will ever make it neceſſary. Uſury will be eſtabliſhed, 
but with all the diſorders with which it has been conflantly 
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as I have already obſerved, be fixed by law, Should 


the plan I have propoſed be adopted, the publick 
will know where to find the ſum they ſtand in need 
of : and if the ſtock ſhould chance to be exhauſted, 
à ſufficient number of monied men will at all times 
be found, who will be willing to lend on juſt and 
reaſonable terms. This, I ſay, they will unqueſ- 
tionably do, when proper ſecurity can be given, 
and when they become ſenſible that it will be in- 
poſſible to get more than a legal price x. 

If they complain of this as a hardſhip, I am of 
opinion that we ſhould laugh them to ſcorn. But 


let them, let our uſurers complain while they are 


conſiderable gainers, and without the labour and 
hazard to which the trader and manufacturer are 


ſubject in every caſe. 
I have already obſerved, that the granting annu- 


ities payable out of the rents of eſtates, and which 


* Cicero tells us, that in his time intereſt at Rome was at3 4 
per cent. This evil was a conſequence of the laws againſt 


uſury. Laws exceſſively good are the ſource of exceſſive evils. 
The borrower found himſelf under the neceſſity of paying for 


the intereſt of the money, and for the danger the creditor un- 


derwent of ſuffering the penalty of the laws. Spirit of Laws. 
This evil, which Monteſquieu is at a loſs to obviate (though 
he has beſore obſerved, and rightly, that it is proper that a 
price ſhould be fixed on the uſe of ſpecie), might be ſufficiently 
guarded againſt by making the penalty on uſury ſo very high, 
that the borrewver could not poſſibly. pay it. But as I have be- 
fore obſerved, with Six Millions of ſpecie newly put in circu- 
lation at three per cent. the intereſt of money muſt neceſſarily 

decreaſe. Uſury would preſently fall to the ground. 
are 


1 
ate uſually done at the rate of eight or ten years 
purchaſe, ſnould not in any caſe be allowed; and 
this I have ſaid as being highly prejudicial to far- 
mers in general, the moſt uſeful body of men that 
the kingdom can produce. If landholders are in 
want of money, and which now is frequently the 


| caſe, they had rather grant annuities ſecured on 


their ſeveral eſtates, than diſpoſe of any part of 
them ; and this for no other reaſon than that they 
would be the nominal poſſeſſors of what had been 
left them by their fathers. The ſum they ſtand in 
need of is thus obtained. This ſum, in all proba- 
bility, is preſently ſquandered ; another is raifed in 
the ſame way, and then the tenants of the remain- 
ing part of the property are ſubject, at the expira- 
tion of their leaſes, to a rack- rent, and which with 
difficulty they are able to pay. 

If proprietors of land are in want of money, let 
them be obliged to diſpoſe of a certain part of it. 
This will produce them three times the ſum that 
they could raiſe on it by granting annuities, while 
it would hinder them from oppreſſing the farmer; 
who, in ſuch a caſe, may poſſibly be able to live 
without being under the neceſſity of borrowing, 
and which he is now continually obliged to do. 
That our agriculturiſts, generally ſpeaking, are de- 
ferving of particular attention, every thinking man 
I believe will allow. 

But to ſet the matter in another light. Ir is 
clearly the intereſt of the land- owner to ſuffer the 
| huſbandwan 
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huſbandman ro ſtand at an ealy rent. He may 


then expect that his money will be paid to him at 
regular and ſtated times; to ſay nothing of the 
ſatisfaction which muſt ariſe to him from allowing 
a fellow creature zo live: from enabling the induſ- 
trious farmer to ſupport himſelf and family in a 
decent and comfortable manner. Beſide, it ſhould 
be remembered, that even in a pecuniary point of 


view, the raiſing of the value of eſtates by lowering | 


the intereſt of money, will be far more than equi- 
valent to any rack-rent whatever. | 
I wuſt here take occaſion to remark, that a 
ſcheme like the preſent is not likely to he taken up 


by the merely plodding Stateſman *, and who can 
with 


® Such too was the opinion of a late elegant French-writer, 
and which I am induced to lay before the Reader: Toute 
idee'trop etrangere à notre maniere de voir & de ſentir nous 
ſemble toujours ridicule. Le meme projet qui vaſte & grand, 
paroitra cependant d' une execution facile au grand miniftre, 
fera traĩtẽ par un miniſtre ordinaire, de fou, d'inſenſe : et ce 
projet, pour me ſervir de la phraſe uſitẽe parmi les ſots, ſera 
renvoyẽ a la republique de Platon. Voila la raiſon pour laquelle, 
encertain pays, ou les eſprits ſont peu capables de grandes en- 
terprizes, on croit convrir un homme du plus grand ridicule, 
lorſqu'on dit de lui, cet un homme qui vent reformer Petat. 
Ridicule que la neceſſitẽ d'une reforme, fait aux yeux des etran- 
gers, retomber ſur les moqueurs.“ 
: Again—and touching our reſpective duties. ** Le public ne 
— & n'eſtime que le merite prouvẽ par les faits. A- t · il 
a juger des hommes de conditions differents? Il demande au 
a militaire, gaelle vicloire avez-vous remporte, a Phomme en 
place 
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vic difficulty” be put out of the beaten track *.— 


Or, ſhould he be made ſenſible of the advantages 
to be derived from it to the Nation, he might, as 
it would take ſome little money, and immediately, 
from the rich, — be yet unwilling to proceed in it 
from a fear of incurring their diſpleaſure. This, 
however politic it may be thought by ſome, is 
merely the policy of the moment ; and he muſt be a 


| ſhallow ſtateſman indeed, who does not perceive that 
to ſupport and encourage the trading, manufactur- 
ing, and agricultural part of the Community is at 


unce his intereſt and his duty. For though to drain 
the middling claſs of people has hitherto been the 
principal object of the Miniſters of almoſt every 


place, QUEL SOULAGEMENT AVEZ-VOUS APPORTE AUX 
MISERES DU PEUPLE? Au particulier, par guel ouvrage aves- 
vous eclairs Phumanite ? Qui n'a rien a repondre a ces queſtions, 
n'eſt connu, nj eſtimẽ du public.” _ 
Helvetius, De L'Efprit: 

* It was obſerved to me, by a celebrated literary character, 
immediately on the publication of my Letter to Mr. Pitt, that 
the plan contained in it might well be ſtyled a noble one ; but 
that he feared there was not ſpirit enough in the preſent 
Adminiſtration for it. He at the ſame time added, that, were 
the great Earl of Chatham in being, he would, in all proba- 
bility, carry it into execution. I look up with reverence and 
hope to his illuſtrious deſcendant, 


+ The Nonchalance of one of our Premiers, is FRY 
When queſtioned about the ſtate of che country, and when its 
ruin was apprehended, he exclaimed, ** Oh ! it will lat my 


time.“ An anſwer at once diſgraceful to him as a Minjfter 
and a May, * 


8 -., country 


Sy. 
| country in Europe, they muſt, in a little time, be 
convinced not only of the cruelty of the meaſure, 
but that it is really deſtructive of the very ad- 
. vantages they hope to gain *. It is extremely eaſy 
for thoſe who are indulging themſelves in every 
kind of luxury to talk of the proſperity of the coun- 
try. They urge it from the receipts at the Exche- 
quer f. Nothing, however, can be more fallacious. 
A worſe, a more abſurd kind of reaſoning cannot 
be made uſe of. At the preſent day what numbers 
are to be ſeen who run into luxury and extrava- 
gance. This the meaner ſort are enabled to ſup- 
port for a time — ſometimes by borrowing, and not 
unfrequently by trick and chicane. But if the Na- 
tion is ſo generally proſperous, why are there ſo 


The bulk of the people, and who, by the way, are really 
the ſinews of a ftate, have been long held by the rich and pow- 
erful of moſt countries in the utmoſt degree of contempt. The 

effects of reproaching them with their poverty, as though that 
poverty were' a crime, has been ſufficiently ſeen in France, 
hoſe whom the affluent ſhould have aſſiſted by every means in 
 Uheir power, were tiled gueux, brigands, les ſans Culottes, &c. &c. ; 
They have felt, ſeverely felt, the zmpolicy (to give it no other | 
or harſher name), of firſt neglecting, and afterwards inſulting | 
2 once virtuous Community, who wiſhed originally for nothing 
more than to-partakein a ſmail degree of the ordinary comforts 
of life, Itis true, indeed, that the fanguinary proceedings of 
the French are in no ſort to be defended. But this it is to exaſ- 
perate an entire people: and ſuch _ fatal He} hu ARE ariſing 

from à breach of faith! 
1 So early as the time of Tiajag, - his wife Plotina adviſed 
kim 10 125 18 the intereſt of his people to that of his Exchequer. 
if _—_ 
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many complaints? Why do we hear of poverty, 


of diſtreſſes among the trading and manufacturing 
part of the Community ? But let us bring the matter 
to trial: let the people be called upon by authority: 
let thoſe who are deſirous of receiving benefit from 
the plan I have propoſed, give in, on oath, an ac- 
count of their condition I ſpeak not of the va- 
grant poor—and. we ſhall ſoon be certain as to the 
riches or poverty of the country. I inſiſt the 
reaſoning of ſome of our Politicians on the general 


proſperity of the Nation is inconſequent and deceit- 


ful. The fact is, that the wealth of the kingdom 
is great, but that it is, comparatively ſpeaking, 
in the hands of a very few. 

But, farther, can that country be ſaid to be proſ- 
perous which has ſo many poor, and for whom it is 
obliged to provide? Look to the aſtoniſning num- 
her of beggars in our {treets. Look to the debtors 
in our jails. Are bankruptcies leſs numerous than 
in former days ? Conſider the number of perſons 
whom the law condemns to death or tranſportation. 
And after this, ſhall we talk of the proſperity of the 
Country ? Rediculous l The largeneſs of the re- 
venue, as I have before remarked, is nothing in 
proof of it, but the very reverſe, the generab con- 
dition of the people Conſidered. But by the plan 
which I have laid down, and which I am fo greatly 
deſirous, of ſeeing carried into execution, the very 
poor, to whom we now give ſuch prodigious ſums of 
money, and others who contribute nothing to the 


1E ſupport 
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upport of the State, would then be enabled to bear 
a part in the national expence : Since they who are 
in tolerable eaſy circumſtances will affuredly in- 
dulge themſelves in the exciſed commodities of the 
realm, and from which, by reaſon of their poverty, 
they had before been obliged to abſtain.— One 
would almoſt imagine”—ſaid that able Miniſter 
Colbert, in a converſation with Louis Quatorze, 
and ſpeaking of the wretchedneſs of the lower or- 
1 ders of the people in France, —* One would almoſt | 
Y ce jmagine that they deprive themſelves of the ne- 
« ceſſaries of life, in order to defraud your Majeſty 
ce of your revenues.” A gentle admonition, point- 
ing out the moral and civil obligations of the Prince. 
towards his people; an admonition, by the way, 
which Louis was fo far from being offended at, that 
he ſhortly after appointed Colbert ſuperintendant 
and chief director of the trade and W 
. | of France. 
| I repeat—The ;nduſtiious huſbandman ſhould 
be encouraged and protected. The waſte lands of 
Great Britain are extenſive, and ought to be con- 
fidered in nearly the ſame point of view as the 
B conquered lands“ among the Romans. A grant of 
—_ theſe waſtes ſhould be iſſued to a certain number 
of perſons, (with ſmall ſums of money from the 
fund) in order to their cultivation and for the grow- 
ing and rearing of cattle, &c. This, in a little 
time, would lower the price of animal food, and 
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indeed of all kinds of proviſions, and which are 
now kept up by rich monopolizing graziers, &c. 


The benefit which would ariſe from this to the 
lower orders of the people muſt be great. Should 


it be objected that from a greater number of per- 
ſons being thus engaged in occupations which are 
now, perhaps, in the hands of few; that few, by 
reaſon of the ſmaller demands which there would 
be for their ſeveral commodities, muſt neceſſarily 
ſuſtain an injury.—lI anſwer, that the objection is 
by no means valid. For inſtance If the Grazier 
and the Farmer are obliged to fell at lower rates 
than they had heretofore done, and which reduces 
the price of proviſions, the manufacturer and the 
trader, by a certain conſequence, will lower the 
price of their goods and wares of every ſort. 
This, I ſay, they muſt do, or there will preſently 
be numbers to underſell them. All, by this means, 
will live in comfort, if not in affluence: while the 
lower orders, as I have already hinted, will be kept 


from ſtarving, — for as the ſeveral branches of traffic 


will ever operate on and ſupport each other, there 
will be no neceſſity for lowering the price of labour, 
the value of money remaining as before. 

Another matter- deſerving of particular atten- 
tion is, that convi#ts, inſtead of being ſent to Bo- 
tany-bay at an enormaus expence, might be kept 
at home and employed on board fiſhing buſles ſta- 


tioned round the coalt of England. Our failors 


too, who are ſeen in conſiderable numbers in the 
ſtreets 


ſtreets of London, and who are compelled, by dire 
neceſſity, to 


7 Beg biner bread through Realms their valor ſaved 9, 


be Ou in the fame manner, be furniſhed with the 
means of. ſupport, by allowing them a trifling pay 
for their ſervices, and keeping them in veſſels en- 
tirely diſtinct from the Convicts f. 
The advantages which would be derived to the 
8 by this ſo eaſy i improvement of our fiſheries 
muſt be aſtoniſhingly great: while we are at the 
ſame time eſtabliſhing a nurſery for ſeamen, and 
which. would - conſequently render the unconſtitu- 
tional mode of impreſſing no longer neceſſary in 
time of war, But ſtill further; and © though laſt 
not leaſt! let us think on the Scholar without 
fortune: the indigent Gentleman. Let us—1 
once more repeat and urge it —let us reflect on the 
mortifications to which the man of merit is expoſed 
who is in want of money: of the inſults he is almoſt 
ſure to receive from the wealthy when ſuing to them 
for ſome. little relief T. In ſaying this, I am at 
. | 2 the 

* Young. 
+ A Political Writer of ability has obſerved, that we have 
internal reſources in this Iſland, and in the due cultivation 


of the fiſheries round it, to ſupport at leaſt an hundred times 
the number of inhabitants it contains. 

t En effet, ſoit que les hommes ſoĩent naturellement 
Cruels toutes les fois quils peuvent l' etre impunement, ſoit que 
* riches et les puiſſans regardent la ere d'autrui comme un 

— 
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the ſame time perfectly ſenfible that there are ſe- 
veral among the affluent of truly noble and gene- 
rous diſpoſitions; but it is impoſſible that they 
ſhould give aſſiſtance to all. I allude to the greater 
number who are rolling in riches, and who, from 
envy, malice, or at leaſt a baſe indifference, are 
only defirous of living for themſelves“. What a 
miſerable, what a wretched ſituation for the learned, 
the ingenious, and the virtuous! and who are 


reproche de leur bonheur, ſoit enſin quils veuillent ſe ſonſtraire 
aux demandes importuns des malheureux; il eſt certain quils 
maltraitent preſque toujours le miſerable. La moindre faute 
qdil fait, eſt un pretexte ſuffiſant pour lui refuſer tout ſecours: 
on veut que les malheureux ſoyent parfaits. En un mot, la 


vue de l'infortunẽ, fait ſur la plupart des hommes Veffe& de la 


tete de meduſe: a ſon aſpect les Coeurs ſe changent en rocher.“ 
| | De L"* Efprit. 

« Pride,—that plague of human nature, which does not : 
meaſure happineſs ſo niuch by its own conveniences, as by the 
miſeries of others, and would not be ſatisfied with being 
thought a Goddeſs, if none were left that were miſerable over 
whom ſhe might inſult : and thinks its own happinneſs ſhines 
the brighter, by comparing it with the misfortunes of other 
perſons : that by ſo diſplaying its own wealth, they may feel 


their poverty the more ſenſibly.“ 
FAT Sir T. More. 


„% He who does not provide for his own houſe, St. Paul 
fays, is worſe than an Infidel.” —And I think © he who provides 
only for his own houſe, is juſt equal with. an Infidel,” 

N | SWIFT. 
Let the unna / ural and improvident father attend to the ſen- 
timentof the 4po//e ; and the ſelfiſh among mankind to thatof 


the Dean. 
| obliged 
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; obliged to ſolicit aid from perſons whom, while ſoli- 


citing it, they cannot but deſpiſe. In ſick neſs, per- 


haps, or if in health unable to purchaſe the books 


which may be wanting to them, in order to com- 
plete the ſeveral performances they may have in 
hand, and from which they might derive to them- 
ſelves at once both honour and profit. " 

In the name of the Father of mercies ! let us 
chen ſtretch forth our hand in ſupport of the deſerv- 


ing of every claſs. Let us conſider that in ſo doing 


we may probably, in the courſe of a little time, 
enable thoſe very men who are now in the greateſt 
diſtreſs to pour the balm of comfort into the waunds 


of the afflicted. Let us finally remember too, 


that the philoſophy both of Ariſtotle and Plato 


| (and it is the philoſophy not ſo much of the head 


as of the heart) —conſidered wealth as a defireable F 
bleſſing and looked on poverly as an el to le ex- 


erciſe of every virtue. 


There is yet another matter which I would par- 


ticularly recommend to the conſideration of the 


world. Many of our young and beautiful women 


are driven by actual want into the moſt infamous 


courſes of life. I therefore propoſe that the intereft 
of the four millions lent to the publick (which in- 
tereſt at three per cent, per annum amounts to 2 
conſiderable ſum), be ſer apart entirely for the uſe of 


ö deſtitute females ; that is to ſay, that it be dealt 
out to 1 in marriage portions of fifty and one 


 _ 
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hundred pounds each, as circumſtances may re- 


quire. | ha, i 
But to place my plan, or project, in a mere poli- 
tical. point of view. It is not in the almoſt total 
abolition of taxes (as propoſed by Paine), that can 
make a country great and flouriſhing, and ſo as to 


withftand the efforts of its ſeveral enemies: it is, 


the enabling the people to pay thoſe taxes that muſt 
effectually do it. By aiming at a perfect equality, 
a turbulent, democratical form of government 
would be eſtabliſhed : and which, indeed, and 
properly ' ſpeaking, is not 4 government, but, as 
Plato has obſerved, a ſhop or warehouſe of all ſorts 
of governments. In a word, I am perſuaded that 
an abſolute levelling ſyſtem, is in no fort wiſe, ex- 
pedient, or even practicable: unleſs for a moment. 
To attempt its eſtabliſhment were poſitive mad- 
neſs ; and to oppoſe it, without affording ſome aſ- 
ſiſtance to the people, were the ſame. The moſt 
adviſeable meaſure, therefore, that can be purſued, 
is clearly that which I have pointed out. The 


middle way is the ſafeſt.” At is the beſt. This, too, 


I will add, is the very time for the plan in queſtion. 
Now, when the 7ights of man are fo loudly inſiſted 
on. This attention, by gaining the affections of 
the middling claſs of the people, would be a greater 
ſecurity to the kingdom than hoſts of foldiers in 


arms, while its proſperity would be certain: and if 


at the ſame time we convince the lower orders that 
we conlider them as men, we may be ſure of 
F their 


A 
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their hearts. But this matter is ſo very ably ſer 


forth by M. Necker“, that I ſhall beg leave to 
adduce his opinion in ſupport of what I have ad- 
vanced. 

The only queſtion then is, whether he i and 
thoſe abounding, wallowing, as ſome one indignantly 
called it, in riches, ſhall yield to the many, and who 
are evidently poor and diſtreſſed; or theſe to them, 
in order that they may the more indulge in Juxury 
and extravagance of every kind. But let us yet 
hope that they will liſten to the cries of the unfor- 
tunate which daily“ go forth in the ſtreets:“ 
that they will ſtand forward with the petty ſums 
which are required from them, and haſten the 
beneficent act which I have propoſed, If this they 
will not do, they may poſſibly be told, that their 


+ «« A continual attention to the intereſts of the people, is 
cf all cther obligations, that which is moſt extenſive in its 
cperatien; and this principle, ccnſidered as a ſimple rule of 
conduct, wepld perhaps be ſuflici:nt to direct every meaſure of 
the Miniſter. In ſact, it is not alone as being one of the moſt 
ſacred duties of humanity that I would recommend to the Mi- 
_ Niſter of the finances, the protection of the people at large, 
and the defence in particular of the poor; but it is likewiſe 
| becauſe that ſolicitude is an eflicacious mode of augmenting the 
proſperity and ſtrength of a State,” 
Admin. of the Finances of France. 
M. Necker, however, has cnly in a general way recom- 
merded an attention to the intereſts of the people. He has 
laid Cown no particular plan for promoting thole intereſis. 


rigbi 
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right e, their power, is but uſurped ; and that they 


are ever in danger of feeling the diſtreſs, at which 


certain among them at preſent make a mock. 


After all, I doubt not but that there is till a a 


conſiderable numþer of perſons, who, on barely 
reading the title-page of the preſent pamphlet, 
will exclaim in warmth—-©* Do we not already con- 


tribute largely to the relief of neceſſitous people, 


and ſhall we be further burthened, &c.” This is 
a very haſty, and erroneous concluſion indeed ! 
The plan, as before obſerved, is to. reduce the 
poor-rates at leaſt one-third of what they at pre- 
ſent ſtand at; and which, I am firmly perſuaded 
it would almoſt inſtantly effect. But, were it even 
poſſible that the ſame ſum ſhould be required as be- 


fore for the ſupport of the poor, ſtill there are 
many, very many indeed, who ſtand particularly 


in need of the aſſiſtance 1 am ſo greatly deſirous of 
procuring to them; men, who from education, 
from former ſituations in life, high, perhaps, and 
flouriſhing (but reduced, ſome by unavoidable 


It is maintained by ſome'diſtinguiſhed Philoſophers and Po- 
liticians, both of ancient and modern times, that the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate in every Civil Community has a right to take from 
the individuals compoſing that Community, any portion of their 
adtual property which he may judge requiſite for promoting the 
public good; for ſecuring the public ſafety. This aſſertion is 
founded on the principles, and according tothe laws of reaſon 
and of nature. It is not to be weakened by the ſophiſtry of 
unfeeling opulence, any more than by its contemptuous ſmile. 


misfortunes, 


* 
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misfortunes, and ſome by the baſeneſs of munkind! )z 
arc unwilling, are unable, in ſhort, by reaſon of a 
decent, a becoming pride, which yet attends them 
in their fall; to accept of the ſupport which a poor- 
bouſe might poſſibly give. Theſe, I ſay, are the 
perſons to whom, above all, I would afford re- 
lief. 

1 am ſenſible, thoroughly ſenſible, that very 
many arguments might yet be brought forward in 
favour of my ſcheme. I cannot but be of opinion, 
however, that I have ſaid enough to the inhabi- 
rants of a © chriſtian land” ——* Power and for- 
© tune,” ſays the admirable Plato muſt con- 
* cur with juſtice and prudence, in order to accom- 
cc pliſh any thing great and glorious in the manage- 
ment of public affairs.” To power and fortune, 
therefore, (aided by the cardinal virtues which the 
"Athenian Sage has pointed out) I ſubinit the mat- 
ter contained in the foregoing pages: and which 
proceeds from, which originates entirely in, the 
love of my Country and of my King. 
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Perſons of Faſhion. A great Variety of curious and entertaining Pieces, many 
of which are now firſt printed from Manuſcripts of the ſeveral Authors, parti- 
Cularly ſome Poems by the late Lord Holland, by the preſent Lord Belgrave, 
Warren Haſtings, Eiq; Col. Erſkine, Dr, Coombe, Mel. . Jerningham, 
Warton, &c. &c. Kc. In nine Volumes, | 

- The above nine Volumes, being all uniformly printed, may be had, 
Price 11. 75. ſewed, or elegantly bound, Price 11. 16s. - 

SUBSTANCE of OBSkKVATIONS on the STATE of the PUBLIC 
FINANCES of Great Britain, in a Speech on the Ihird Reading of the Bank 
Lean Bill in the Houie of Lords, on Thurſday, June 9, 1791. By LORD 
RAWDON. Price is. 6d, 

- The SUBSTANCE of the Speech of the  ARQUIS of LANSDOWN, 
December 14, 1790, on the Convention with Spain. Price 1s. | 
. A SKETCH of the REIGN of Gr OKGE the THIRD, from 1780 to 
the Cloſe of the Year 1790. The Sixth Edition, Price gs, 

A COLLECTION of Mr, FOX and Mr. PITT's SPEECHES. In one 
Jarge Volume, Octavo. Price 10s, 6d. | | 
* - *2A COLLECTION of the moſt eſteemed PUBLICATIONS onghe Spaniſh 
and Rullian Armaments. In one large Volume, Octavo. Price 7s 6d, 


1 


0 


. ASHORT REVIEW of the POLITICAL STATE of GREAT BRI- 
TAIN, at the Commencement of the Year 1787. The eighth Edition, with 
additions. Price 28. 

The EAST INDIA KALLENDAR, or ASIATIC REGISTER, for 
BENOAL, Map as, Bomsay, Foxr MarLBOROUGH, CHIna, and St. 
HELENA, for the Year 1793, on a more extenſive Plan than any hitherto 
offered to the Public; containing complete and correct Liſts of the Civil, Mi- 
litary, Marine, Law, and Revenue Eſtabliſhments; Company's Agents at 
Home and Abroad; with a correct Liſt of Britiſh European Subjects refiding 
in India, not in the Company's Service, &. A new EviTion, carefully 
corrected to the preſent Time, including the late Promotions both at home and 
in India. To be continued annually. Price 28 6d. 

CONSIDEKATIONS on INDIA AFFAIRS, particularly reſpecting the 
preſent State of Bengal and its Dependencies, with a Map of thoſe Countries 
chiefly from actual Surveys. By William Bolts, Merchant, and Alderman or 
Judge of the Hon. the Mayor's Court of Calcutta, In two large Volumes 

uarto. | 
, A TREATISE on WATERING MEADOWS; wherein are ſhewn ſome 
of the many Advantages ariſing from that Mode of Practice, particularly 
coarſe, boggy, or barren Lands, and the Method of performing the Work. 

To which are added, Remarks on a late Publication on that Subject. By 
GeorGE BosweLL. The third Edition, with confiderable Additions, and il- 
luſtrated with five Engravings. - Price 3s. 6d. 

« Flooding is truly the beſt of all Improvements, when it can be effected; 
and there ought not to be a ſingle Acre of Land neglected which is capable 
of it.” — Kent's Hints to the Landed Intereſt. 

An ESSAY on DRAINING and IMPROVING of PEAT BOGS, in 
which their Nature and Properties are fully conſidered. By Mr. NICHOLAS 
TURNER, of Bignor, Suſſex. Price 35. 

*,* The Two preceding Articles being uniformly printed, may be had 
complete in One Volume, 8vo. Price 75s. in Boards. 

vONNETS from SHAKESPEARE, elegantly printed in 8vo. Price 28. 6d. 

OBSERVATIONS du CHEVALIERE de la BINTINAY, fur un Ar- 
ticle inſere dans le Morning Chronicle. Price 25. 6d. 

* ICATION du Rappel de L' Ambaſſadeur D' Angleterre en France 
et Re futation de Tous les Faits et Raiſonements ſur les Affaires de France. 
Allegues par M. BRISSOT, dans la Declaration qu'il a recemment redigee 
Adreſſee, par Ordre de L' Aſſemblee Nationale aux Puiſſances Etrangeeres. 

rice 18. 6d, 

PRECIS HISTORIQUE et Politique des evenemens arrives au CHA- 
TEAU des THUILLERIES, et a Paris le g et le 10 Aout 1792. Dedie a 
la Nation Angloiſe, par un GARDE NATIONAL, alors de Service chez 
le Roy. Price 1s. 6d. 

A Tranſlation of the above. Price 18. 6d. 

A LETTER to, the Right Honourable EDMUND BUREE, in Reply te 
his Appeal from the Old to the New Whigs. By George Rous, Eſq. The 
Third Edition, Price 25. 6d. | 

THOUGHTS on GOVERNMENT, occaſioned by Mr. Burke's Re- 
flections. By George Rous, Eſq; The Fourth Edition. Price 28. 

PLAN of the NEW CONSTITUTION of the United States of AME. 
RICA, agreed upon in a Convention of the States, with a Preface by the 
Editor. A NEW EDITION, Price 1s. | 


JUST IN TIME, a Comic Opera, as performed at the Theatre Royal, 


Covent Garden, The Preface and Dedication by THOMAS HURLSTON, 
LHIRD EDITION, Price 18. Gd. | 


r 


_ * Price 18. 


Price 18. 6d. 


.. - THE ROAD TO RUIN, a Comedy, as performed at the Theatre Royal, 


- Tovent Garden. NINTH EDITION, By THOMAS HOLCROFT, 
Price 18. 6d. 


The FUGITIVE, a Comedy, as performed at the King's Theatre, 


Haymarket. The Fourth Edition; by JOSEPH RICHARDSON, Eſq. 

The HEIRESS, a _— By LIEUT. GEN. BURGOYNE. The 
Tenth Edition. Price 1s. 6d. 

FALSE APPEARANCES, a Comedy. By the Right Honourable GE- 
NERAL CONWAY. Price 15. 6d. 

The FARM HOUSE, a Comedy, as altered by J. P. Kemble, Eſq. 

MARY QUEEN of SCOTS, a Tragedy. By the Hon. John St, John, 
A New Edition. Price 18. Gd. 
-L*ECOLE de SCANDALE, ou Les Mcurs du Jour, Comedie. Par M. 
SHERIDAN. Traduite en Francoiſe par M. Bunel de Lille, Avocat au 
Parlement de Paris. Price 28. 6d. "on | 

The ISLAND of ST. MARGUERITE, an Opera, in two Acts, as 
performed at the Theatre Royal, Drury-Lane. Price 15. 

The TEMPEST, or the Enchanted Iſland, written by Shakeſpeare, with 
additions from Dryden, as compiled by J. P. Kemble, Price 18. 6d. 

KING HENRY V. or the Conqueſt of France, a Tragedy, written by 
Shakeſpeare, printed exactly conformable to the Repreſentation on its Revi- 
val at the Theatre Royal, Drury-Lane. Price 15. 6d. 

RICHARD CCEUR de LION, from the French of M. Sedaine. The 
Sixth Edition. Price 1s. 6d. 6 ; 

The FAMILY PARTY, a Comic Piece, in Two Acts, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, HAY MARKET. Price 1s. 

THE LITTLE HUNCH.- BACK, or a FROLIC in BAGDAD. Written 
by John O'Keefe, Eſq. Price is. 

ALLIN GOOD HUMOUR, a Dramatic Piece, as performed at the The- 
atre Royal, Haymarket. Price 15, | | 
The ENCHANTED WOOD, a Legendary Drama, in Three Acts, 


CAERNARVONSHIRE, a Sketch of its Hiſtory, Antiquities, Moun- 
tains, and Productions, intended as a Pocket Companion to thoſe who make 
the Tour of that pleaſing and romantic Country. Price 2s. Ed. ſewed. 

LETTER from Lady WALLACE to Captain WILLIAM WALLACE, 
Aid de Camp to Colonel Maxwell at Bangalore. Second Edition, Price 45. 

Sir BROOKE BOOTHBY's Letter to the Right Honourable EDMUND 
BURKE. Third Edition, with Additions. Price 28. 6d. 

OBSERVATIONS on the LAND. REVENUE of the CROWN: con- 
taining the Origin and Sources of the Land Revenue of England Of various 
Acceſhons to, and Alienations of, the Crown Lands—Preſent State of the 
Revenue Management of the Land Revenue Various Meaſures and Project 
concerning the Land Revenue. With an Appendix, containing ſeveral in- 
tereſting Papers on the ſubject of the Land Revenue. By the Hon. JOHN 
St. JOHN. A new Edition in Octavo. Price 58. in boards. 

The REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS appointed to enquire into the 
State and Condition of the Woods, Foreſts, and Land Revenues of the 
Crown, and to fell or alienate Fee Farm, and other unimprovable Rents, con- 
taining a Schedule of all the Manors, Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, 
held by Leaſe from the Crown, with an Account of the laſt Leaſe of ead 

particular Eſtate, ſhewing the Names of the Leſſees, the Dates of the Leaſes 
the Terms thereby grantd, and Expiration thereof; the yearly Value of ead 
Eſtate by the fulleſt Survey or Eſtimate ; the Fines paid for ſuch Leaſes ; an 
the old Rents, increaſed Rents, and new Rents, releryed to the Crown the 
von. Price 125. 6d. in boards, | 


REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS appointed to 


enquire into the 
State and Condition of the Woods, Foreſts, and Land Revenues of the 


Crown, and to ſell or alienate Fee Farm and other unimprovable Rents, to the 
Houszg of Loa ps, April. 1790. 


Price 18. : 


THE ELEVENTH REPORT of the Commiſſioners appointed to enquire 


* the State and Condition of the Woods, Foreſts, and Land Revenues of 


the Crown, and to ſell or alienate Fece arm and other unimproveable Rents, 
dated 6th February, 1792. 4to. Price 148. in boards, illuſtrated with a ſection 
of a frigate, and a 74 gun ſhip, as built in his Majeſty's Yard, and another 
on a plan as propoſed by Mr, Snodgraſs, Surveyor to the Eaſt India 


Compa 


ny. | 
#,* The Commiſſioners conclude this important Report on the ſtate of Navy 


Timber in England with this remark, ** ,That ſuch is the preſent ſtate of grow- 


ing Timber, and the proſpect of future ſupply, that this Country will, in all. 
probability, experience a fatal want of great Oak Timber, and become de- 
endant on other Powers, 'for the means of ſu ing her Navy, if care be 
not taken to provide a ſupply in future, by the improvement and better ma- 
nagement of the Royal Foreſts, and to reduce the conſumption of it by the ut- 
moſt care and frugality in the expenditure,” . | ; 

JOURNAL of a VOYAGE to PORT JACKSON, in New South Wales ; 
with a full and accurate Account of his Majeſty's Settlements there ; a De- 
ſcription of the Natives, and of the natural Productions of New Holland; a 
correct Diary of the Weather, Latitudes, Longitudes, &c. By JOHN 
WHITE, Efq. Surgeon General to the Settlement, and Correſponding Mem- 
ber of the Medical Society in London. Illuſtrated with Sixty-five elegant 
Engravings, from Drawings copied from Nature, by Miſs. Stone, Mr. 
Nodder, Mr, Catton, &c, and exhibiting near One Hundred Figures of 
non-deſcript Birds, Lizards, curious Cones of Trees, Animals, &c. of 
New South Wales, accompanied with ſcientific Deſcriptions, and an elegant 
engraved Title Page an 
-Quarto, Price 11. 16s. in boards; or with 65 Plates, beautifully coloured 
after the Originals, Price 31. 6s. in boards. 

A COMPARATIVE ESTIMATE of the Advantages Great Britain 
would Derive from a Commercial Alliance with the Ottoman in Preference to 
the Ruſſian Empire. Price 2s. | 
, COPIES — EXTRACTS of LETTERS from Governor PHILIP, giv- 


ing an Account of the Nature and Fertility of the Land in and adjoiging to 


any Settlement in New South Wales, and of the Probability of raiſing any, 


and what Proviſions thereon, and of the Behaviour and Employment of the. 
Convicts ſent there, and which have been received ſince the laſt Account was 


laid before the Houſe of Commons, june, 1792. Price 7s. 64, To which 
are prefixed, Copies and Extracts of Letters from the Office of the Secretary 
of State-for the Home Department, -bearing Date fince the laſt Accounts re- 
lative to the tranſporting of Convicts to New South Wales, and providing for 
the ſame ; being Copies of all the Papers moved in the Houſe of Commons, 
by Sir Thomas Charles Bunbury, Bart. Price 7s. 6d. 

EXTRACTS of LETTERS from ARTHUR PHILIP, Eſq. Governor 
of New South Wales, to Lord Sydney. To which is annexed, a Deſcription 
of Norfolk Iſland, by Captain King :. and an Account of Expences incurred 
in tranſporting Convicts to New South Wales. Price 28. 

8 JOURNAL of a VOYAGE from PORT [ACK SON, New South Wales, 
to CANTON, in 1788, through an unexplored Paſſage. By Thomas Gil- 
dert, -Eſq. Commander of the Charlotte. Illuſtrated with Views of the fol- 
lowing Iſlands diſcovered on the Paſſkge, viz. Chatham's, Ibbitſog's, Mat- 
thew's, Calvert's, Knox's, Daniel's, Marlar's, and Gilbert's. Elegantly 
Printed in Quarto, Price 88. Med, ; 


Vignette, by Milton, in One Volume, Royal 
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The four gen, Anictes being all beta printee/in Quarto, may 
bad prion of in one large Volume. 

- APOELTFICAL and MILITARY RHAPSODY on the INV ASION | 
and DEFENCE of GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND, Illuſtrated with 
Three Copper Plates, by the late GENERAL LLOYD. To which is as 


. . mexed, a Short Account of the Author, and a Supplement by the Editor, 


The Second Edition, with Improvements. Price 78. in boards. 
"The Pirſt Book of the ILLLAD of HO AER, verbally rendered into Englich | 
Verſe; being a Specimen of a new Trauſlation of that Poet, with Critical 
Annotations. Price 28. | 

LETTERS of MONSIEUR and of M. Le COMTE D'ARTOIS to the 
KING their Brother: To which is added, the Declaration ſigned at PILNITZ, 
Auguſt 27, 1791, by the Emperor ani the King of Pruſſia, and Letters to 
the King from the Prince of Conde and the Dukes of Bourbon and Enghein. 
Price 18. 6d. 

- RIGHTS of CITIZENS ; being an Enquiry into ſome of the Conſe- 
quences of Social Union, and an Examination of Mr. Pain's Principles touch- 
ing Government. Price 28. 6d. 

THE REPORT from the Select Committee to whom it was referred to 
examine and ftate the ſeveral Accounts and other Papers : preſented to the 
HOUSE of COMMONS, relating to the Public Income and Expenditure, 
And alſo to report to the Houſe what raay be expected to be the Annual Amount 
of the ſaid Income and Expenditure in future, March 21, 1786. Price 35. 

REPORT from the SELECT :-COMMITTEE appointed to examine and 


| ſtate the ſeveral Accounts and other Papers, preſented to the Houſe of Commons 


in this Seſſion of Parliament, relating to the Public Income and Expenditure 
and to report to the Houſe what has been the whole Amount of the PUBLIC 
INCOME and EXPENDITURE during the laſt FIVE YEARS, and what 
may be expected to be the Annual Amount thereof in future: and alſo, what 
Alteration has taken place in the Amount of the Public Debt ſince the 5th 


of January, 1786. Preſented to the Houſe of Commons, May 10, 179ts 


Price 5s. 
„ The above important Reports contain an authentic Statement of every 


*part of the BRITISH REVENUE, with Documents and Vouchers for 

every Department and Office; includes the Appendix, being uniformly 

printed in Octavo. May be had complete, Price 8s. 6d. in boards. 

SIX ESSAYS ON NATURAL RIGHTS, LIBERTY, and SLAVERY, 
CONSENT of the PEOPLE, EQUALITY, RELIGIOUS ESTABLISH- 
MENTS, and the FRENCH REVOLUTION, - Price 15. 6d. 

Tbe BARONESS of BEAUMONT, a Novel by a Lady, in 2 vol. ſmall 


vo. Price 68. ſewed, . 
The POETICAL and DRAMATIC WORKS of OLIVER GOLD- 


SMITH, M. B. a new Edition, with an Account of the Life and Writings of 


the Author, in 2 vol. Price 6s. in boards. 
'A REVIEW of the POLITICAL PRINCIPLES of the MODERN 


- WHIGS, in aſecond Letter, addrefled to the Right Hon. Lord Sheffeld. By 


the Rev. Jerom Alley, LL. B. M. R. 1, A. Chaplain to his Lordſhip, 


9 Price 28. Gd. 


The FATE of EMPIRE: A Poem. By the Rev. J. Palmer. Dedicated 


; 2 5 1 the Duke of Portland. Price 1s 6d. 


The BROTHERS: A Politico-Polemical Eclogue ; humbly inſcribed ta 


. | we Rev. Mr. Timothy and the Rev. Dr. Joſeph Prieſtley. Price 18. 6d. 


E TWO HEROIC EPIST.LES e PRIESTLEY, L. L. D. F. R. 8. 


eue. Price 38. 


The MONKEYS IN RED CAPS, an Old Story: Newly. inſcribed to the 


15 - Club. of Jacobins: by Timothy Thrum, Eig ig/V erle. Capper to the Aſliliated 
| d ceiety at * Red Caps, Price . 6a. | 
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